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REGULAR PACKET FOR LIBERIA. 

The American Colonization Society will dispatch their superior ship 
‘*Golconda,’’ 1016 tons, for Liberia, on the first day of May and the first 
day of November, regularly. To industrious and worthy people of cotor, 
the Society will give passage and subsistence on the voyage—made in about 
forty days—support for the first six months after landing, and a building 
lot or small farm of land. These are all gifts—never to be repaid. 

Those wishing to remove to Liberia should make application, addressed 
to Rey. William McLain, D. D., Financial Secretary, or to William Cop- 
pinger, Corresponding Secretary of the American Colonization Society 
Washington, D. C 


—_—> 


THE AFRICAN REPOSITORY, 
Published on the first of every month, is the official organ of the American 
Colonization Society. It is intended to be a record of the Society's pro- 
ceedings, and of the movements made in all parts of the world for the civ- 
ilization and evangelizatiun of Africa. It is sent without charge, when 
requested, to the Officers ofthe Society and ofits Auxiliaries, to Life Mem- 
bers, and to Annual Contributors of ten dollars and upwards to the funds 
of this Society. Tosubscribers it is supplied at One Dollar per annum, pay- 
able in advance temittances for it may be made to the address of the 
Financial or the Corresponding Secretary of the Society. 
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From the Boston Traveller 
REV. DR, CLARKE’S FAST SERMON. 

Messrs. Eprrors: The fifth of “the principal points made’ 
by the Rev. James Freeman Clarke, D. D., in his sermon on 
Fast Day, is reported by you in the following words, viz : 

‘ Slavery, radically opposed to the Declaration of Independ- 
ence and to the national conscience, long seemed an innocent 
inconsistency, soon to pass away. Prosperity developed it 
in its enormous proportions of cruelty and crime. But the 
wisest did not see how to dispose of it; and this despair 
showed itself in that gigantic folly of colonization which delib- 
erately proposed to take labor from the place where it was 
wanted, and carry it where there was no demand for it—which 
may be qualified as the silliest scheme which ever entered a 
human brain.” 

Justice to many of the best and wisest men that have ever 
lived, or now live, in the United States, demands that such 
a charge, publicly brought against them by such a man as Dr. 
Clarke, should receive notice. 

And first, passing over, for the present, the logical mistake 
which vitiates his whole view of the subject, let us appeal to 
facts. What has “ colonization” done? 

Its first work, after sending explorers to Africa and ascer- 
taining that land for a colony could be obtained, was that of 
inducing and enabling the Government of the United States to 
stop the importation of slaves into the United States. An act 
of Congress in 1807 had forbidden their importation after 
the end of that year; but that law was profitably evaded for 
about twelve years. Cargoes were landed in the Gulf States, 
and when once on shore, were subject to the laws of those 
States, which made them slaves. There was no law of Con- 
gress, nor any constitutional power in Congress, to enact a law 
which could prevent that result. The Colonization Society 
called the attention of the Government to these facts, and en- 
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tered into an arrangement for receiving these slaves from the 
custody of the United States.Government and colonizing them 
in Africa Its first company of emigrants went out under con- 
tract with the Government, to erect houses for three hundred 
such slaves, and plant ground to feed them. Under this ar- 
rangement the Society has provided for five thousand seven 


hundred and twenty-two native Africans taken by the United 
States Government from slave-traders, and given them free- 
dom safety, and civilization. By this the importat yn of slaves 
into 1 Gulf States was stopped. Was this “ the silliest scheme 
which ever entered the human brain 7” 

Another thing While slave ry existed, colonization secured 
nore than six thousand slaves, and estab- 


the emant ipation of 1 
lished them as freemen in the land of their fathers The exact 
number shown by official documents was five thousand nine 
hundred and fifty -s ven ; but, besides these, a large proportion 
of one thousand five hundred and seventy-one others are known 
to have been slaves, eman¢ ipated that they mi rht ( migrate 


t 


Was it “‘ gigantic folly ” to take this amount of “ labor” trom 
the place where it was wanted,” where it might have been 
tor three millions of dollars, at the lowest estimate, to 
men who “wanted” it, and were ready to pay for it, “ and 


irry it where there was no demand for it ;” where, for want 


Ce 

of masters, it was obliged to work for itself, and to use or ac- 
cumulate its own earnings according to its own discretion ? 
Consider that making this amount of “labor” free here, with- 


out the necessity of emigrating, was not in the power of the 
men who did this thing. It might have been don . a every- 
body had been so minded; but the few whom Dr. Clarke 
charges with “gigantic folly” were unable to give that mind 
at once to those who had control of that matter, and not being 
able to do all that was desirable, did what they could. I do 
not see the “ folly of it.” 

Yet another thing. Colonization has procured, by fair pur- 
chases, between five and six hundred miles of continuous sea- 
coast in Africa, with territory enough inland to feed and clothe 
the whole colored population of the United States. This was 
previously about the worst slave-trading coast on the whole 
continent. It was occupied by more than thirty barbarous 
tribes with whom treaties have been made, and we know not 
how many others. These tribes had for centuries been habit- 
ually at war with each other, for the sake of making prisoners 
to sell as slaves. Colonization has stopped all that, has stopped 
not only the slave trading, but the wars. Those tribes now all 
live in peace under the Government and laws of the Republic 
of Liberia. Christian civilization, education, and the industrial 


ir 


arts are already extensively diffused, and are rapidly spreading 
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among them. Is that the “ silliest scheme which ever entered 
human brain ?” 


It is astonishing that such a man as Dr. Clarke should make 
and publicly utter such “ gigantic ” blunders. Yet it is easy to 
see one sophism which has misled him. For the purpose of this 


argument, he regards negroes merely as “ labor,” in the same 


sense in which horses and oxen may be regarded as “labor ;” 
leaving wholly out of view all the attributes which distinguish 
men, even if black, from beasts of burden. Dr. Clarke knows 


better than that, as is evident from other parts of his sermon ; 
but, in constructing this argument, he was obliged to leave 
that better knowledge out of sight. One resultis, that he mis- 
states the object of the Colonization S« ciety. That Soci ty 
never forgot that negroes are something more than mere 
‘labor ;” that they are men, having all the essential rights, in- 
terests and duties of men. It “deliberately proposed,” not 


to take labor from the place where it was wanted.” but to 
take men from the place where other men wanted them as mere 
‘labor,” as chattel slaves, and “carry them where ” they could 
labor for themselves as freemen. It proposed to take men in 


some degree civilized, educated, Christian, and place them 
where they might do good and restrain evil; though there 
was no more “demand” for them there than there is for State 
constables in a grog-shop. 

Think of the obje ct of the Colonizationists as it has always 
existed in their own minds, remembering that negroes are 
realy men, and its “ folly” is not quite self-evident. Think of 
negroes, as Dr. Clarke does in this argument, as mere “ labor,” 
that is, mere laboring animals, and its “folly” is apparant at 
once. But even then, it is not quite “ the silliest scheme which 
ever entered a human brain.” If a negro is nothing but a 
laboring animal, a great civil war for his emancipation is a 
thousand times sillier; and a great political contest for his 
complete enfranchisement, with the right to vote, is, if possi- 
ble, sillier yet. If a negro is merely a two legged laboring 
animal, and nothing more, why should he vote? If he is any- 
thing more, it is both false logic and bad morality to think of 
him for a moment as if he were nothing more. 

If any business has received the universal condemnation of 
all good men, it is the slave-trade. But think of it in Dr. 
Clarke’s style of thought, and what can be said against it? 
Some men saw that “labor was wanted” in Georgia. They 
knew that it could be procured in Africa at a cheap rate, be- 
cause there was there little “demand for it.” They went to 
Africa and bought it. They brought it to Georgia and sold it, 
and thus put it in the place where it ought to be; in the place 
from which it is “ gigantic folly” to remove it. Forget for a 
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oment that a negro is a man; think of him only as “ labor,” 
the same sense in which a horse or a mule is “labor,” and 
hat harm is there in this? None at all, if the voyage was 
nducted without “ cruelty to animals.” In order to condemn 
Dr. Clarke must change his style of thought; must cease to 
or,” and must think of him as 

having all the essential attributes of humanity, as C loniza- 
onists do, an@ as he does himself, when reasoning on othe r 





think of the negro as mere “ la 
. _ , ’ 


matters 

I dwell the longer on this error, because of its wide diffusion 
and pernicious influence Political economists have elaborated 
a Vast amount of dec ptive nonsense, by reasoning about “labor 
and capital” as impersonal things, instead of reasoning about 
laborers and capitalists as real, living men. All such reason- 
ng must of necessity be deceptive, as it excludes from the ar- 
gument a part of the facts on which a correct conclusion de- 
pends. It is now operating on a multitude of minds, just as it 
did on that of Dr. Clarke, while preparing that partof his ser- 
mon; making them think of the negro as mere “ labor” wanted 
here, and therefore to be kept here; as an article needed for 
home consumption, and which ought not to be exported. Think 


of him as a man, and it becomes evident that he may emigrate 
as wisely as white men do. | fe 
From t Traveller, April 25 


THE COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 
Messrs. Eprrors: I am much obliged to the Rev. Dr. Clarke for 


acknowledging, in the TJrave ller of April 17, the correctness 
of your report of his sermon on Fast Day. We know now, by 
his own testimony, that he did pronounce colonization “ that 
gigantic folly,” and “the silliest scheme which ever entered a 
human mind or brain ;” for he uses the words interchangeably. 
We know. too, that the r ason; and the only reason, which he 
there gave for this condemnation, was, that colonization 

deliberately proposed to take labor from the place where it 
was wanted, and carry it where there was no demand for it.” 
We know, too, that his condemnation was absolutely unquali- 
fied, excluding the supposition that the “scheme” of coloniza- 
tion had in it any elements which could save it from the 
reproach of being the silliest scheme which ever entered a 
human mind 


So much for his first paragraph. In his second, he expressly 
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admits that colonization deserves all the credit that I claimed 
for it in the Traveller of April 10. He says: 


“Tt will be noticed that I was not speaking of colonization 
as a scheme for stopping the slave-trade, for Christianizing 
Africa, or for enabling benevolent slaveholders to emancipate 
a few thousand slaves. In all these ways, and for these ends, 
it had its uses; and if it had been recommended simply for 
such objects as your correspondent describes, no one would 
have objected to it.” 

The reader will please consider whether it was right to 
characterize a “scheme” which “had its uses,” and accom 
plished as much as the Society has done, “in all these ways 
and for these ends,” as “the silliest scheme which ever entered 
a human mind.” Agd the case is the stronger, because these 
operations for stopping the slave-trade, Christianizi:.g Africa, 
and facilitating emancipation, including, as they did, the open- 
ing of an opportunity of advantageous emigration to colored 
persons already free, constitute the whole “scheme” of the 
Society. These include all that the Society was formed to do, 
or ever undertook or promised to do. Whatever individual 
friends or advocates, such as Gen. Harper, of Maryland, or 
Abraham Lincoln, of Illinois, may have hoped as the remote 
and indirect result of its labors, the Society itself never under- 
took “to take three millions of laboring people from the con- 
tinent where they were needed, and put them down in a con- 
tinent where they were not needed.” All the authentic docu- 
ments of the Society show this conclusively; and their au 
thority cannot be set aside or overborne by recollections of 
what excited disputants said, or were understood by their 
excited opponents to have said, some twenty years after the 
“scheme” had been definitely settled, and the Society formed 
and put in operation according to it.@ Such a “scheme” was 
sometimes charged upon the Society by its opponents, but 
always without proof, and was repeatedly disclaimed by the 
Society in its official documents, and in the most express terms 
Dr. Clarke cannot justify his unqualified condemnation by 
saying that he was not speaking of the “scheme” of the 
Society as it actually was, but of another “scheme” falsely 
charged upon it by its opponents and always disclaimed by 
the Society. He proceeds: 


“But I was speaking of it as a scheme for disposing of 
slavery. As such, it was advocated at the North. As such. 
it assumed a national character. As such, it opposed and 
reviled abolition and abolitionists. As such, it claimed to be a 
much better and more practicable way than theirs.” 
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The reader will naturally understand this to mean, that 
when the anti-slavery movement was commenced, under the 
leadership of Mr. Garrison, the colonizationists made an attac kk 
i thus originated that well-remembered controversy. 
Ho, pre bal ly, Dr. Clarke believes and intends to Say. The 
statement, so understood, is the very reverse of truth. The 
} 
il 


abolitionists first attacked the Colonization Society, with the 
avowed determination to kill it. They attacked several other 
societies, demanding that they should correct certain alleged 
errors in their policy ; but of the Colonization Society nothing 

red but that it should die. The Society chose to live, 
for the “uses” and “ends” which Dr. Clarke admits to have 
been good. It was compelled, therefore, to ‘oppose the 
attempts that were made to take its life. It never opposed 
abolition or abolitionists, till thus forced gto contend against 
them for its own existence. And the first attempts of coloniza- 
tionists to defend the Society were purely defensive. They 
contained no recrimination, no opposition to anything said or 
done or proposed by the abolitionists, except their attempt to 
destroy the Society. And when the contest waxed warm, and 
colonizationists began to return blow for blow, what did they 
say against abolitionists? Their report assumed various 


was re 


forms, as different occasions required ; but its substance was 
this: that the course pursued by the abolitionists tended to 

ption of the Union, and that, acting on 
their “scheme.” they could never succeed in abolishing 


civil war and the disru 


slavery, except through a civil war. Sometimes, some of them 
arged with intending such a result; but generally the 
charge was, that they were pursuing a course which had that 
tende! cy. This the abolitionists earnestly denied. They com- 
plained of it as a calumny. They believed, or pretended to 
believe, as everybody else did then, that a civil war for the re- 
moval of slavery would ge a tremendous evil, which no one 
would innocently promote. Were they honest in this? Did 
they really believe that their course had no such tendency, and 
that, by persevering in it, they might abolish slavery without 
a civil war? I suppose they generally did. There may have 
been a few exceptions among them, but I think not many 


Dr. Clarke is perfectly right in describing that controversy 


as relating only to the best and most “ practicable way ’ of 
disposing of slavery. To the abolition of slavery, by lawful 
and peaceable means, colonizationists never madé any objec- 
tion. By “ enabling benevolent slaveholders to emancipate ” 
their slaves, they were doing what they could, as they verily 
believed, to promote it. The charge, then, so freely hurled 


against them, of being “pro-slavery,” was as false as it was 
urd. They objected only against the “ way’ which the 
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abolitionists took to abolish slavery; and they objected, be- 
cause that “ way” could lead to the desired end only through 
civil war. In this a vast majority of the public agreed with 
them, and some persons, who never had any connection with 
the Society made violent and unjustifiable speeches in its 
defence, and against abolitionists, as endangering the peace of 
the country. For their utterances they alone are responsible. 

In view of these facts, Dr. Clarke’s statement that “the 
friends of the slave have had no more implacable enemy to 
oppose than the American Colonization Society,” sounds rather 
oddly. Men attacked with deadly weapons, compelled to fight 
for their lives, and distinctly informed that no quarter will 
be given, are naturally somewhat “implacable” in defending 
themselves. 

Which party was right on the question really at issue; 
whether the abolitionists were right in pursuing a course 
which, contrary to their professed expectations, led to the 
aboRtion of slavery through civil war, or whether the coloni- 
zationists were right in preferring to secure the emanciption 
of slaves as fast as they could peaceably, and await the develop- 
ments of Divine Providence tor the entire removal of slavery 
—these are questions which a future generation will decide 
more calmly, more impartially, and perhaps more correctly, 
than the present. 

A few words on Dr. Clarke’s argument from political econ- 
omy. He says: 

“The problem to be solved was, ‘ What shall be done with 
three millions of laboring men, who only know how to dig and 
plant and reap?’ My critic proposes to-leave out of view the 
question of labor, and rebukes me for considering it as a very 
important element in the human question.” . 

This is an incorrect statement. The problem presented by 
the Society was, ‘“ What shall be done with so many of those 
three millions—some of whom knew how to read, write, keep 
accounts, transact business, and fill important offices respect- 
ably—as it should be able to colonize with their own consent ;” 
and Dr. Clarke was “rebuked,” not for “ considering labor as 
a very important element” in this question, but for reasoning 
as if “labor” were the only element to be considered, and 
leaving out of view everything which made it a “human 
question” at all. In the article before us, he has improved his 
language somewhat, but shows himself not yet emancipated 
from his sophism. He goes on: 

“ But labor is the basis of all human civilization, and unless 
a laboring class is so situated that its labor is called for, and is 


repaid, it degenerates at once into barbarism.” 
Observe, he is speaking of a class not barbarous; a class 
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who can become barbarous only by degenerating. He asserts, 
that unless they are placed where somebody will employ them, 
and pay them, they “degenerate at once into barbarism.” 
ThisI deny. It is mere theory, proved false by all the relevant 
facts in human history. A class of laborers, such as the 
Society has been colonizing in Africa, placed on a sufficiency ot 
fertile land, of which they are the owners, does not degenerate 
into barbarism. They labor on their own land for their own 
benefit, and maintain their rank as civilized. This I say from 
my own experience. I was born into such a class, as were 
some millions of my contemporaries. Nobody “called for” 
our labor. Nobody paid for it. We were lett to work for 
ourselves, on our own land, and have not degenerated into 
barbarism. And the same is true of those whom the Society 
has colonized in Africa. Though there was “no demand” for 
their labor, and they were therefore obliged to labor for them- 
selves and not for.others, they have been constantly risingin 
civilization. His next sentence, in which he applies his false 
theory, is very remarkable: 

‘* So, even if three millions of slaves could have been taken 
to Africa, (which is unlikely,) and supported for a long time by 
our people while there, (which is improbable,) they would have 
degenerated as human beings, by being taken from an active, 
advancing civilization, where their work was needed, and put 
down where there was no natural demand for it.” 

Passing by his persistent error about “three millions,” let 
us consider how he regards the condition of “slaves,” while 
in Southern slavery. They belonged, or sustained some bene- 
ficial relation to “an active, advancing civilization, where their 
work was needed,” and which kept them from degenerating 
‘as human beings.” If so, slavery must have been a good 
thing for them; not, perhaps, the best thing possible, but still, 
decidedly a good thing, as it raised them from their original 

barbarism,” and preserved them from relapsing into it. This 
is exactly the argument of slaveholders, in their defence of 
slavery as a good institution. If the society had first colonized 
a sufficient number of white men who “needed” the labor of 
slaves, and then carried over those six thousand slaves and 
sold them to the white colonists, who “ needed ” their “ work,” 
it would have been all right, so far as Dr. Clarke’s present 
argument can show. But to take them “from an active and 
advancing civilization, where their work” as slaves “was 
needed,” and carry them where nobody would buy them or 
hire them, and “put them down” on their own fertile lands, 
where they could and must labor for themselves as freemen and 


proprietors, this, he argues, was a “ gigantic folly,” “the silliest 


scheme which ever entered a human brain!” Whether he has 
proved it, let the reader judge. So. me 
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From the Christian Intelligencer. 
COLONIZATION. 


Mr. Eprror: Rey. Dr. Vermilye is reported in your paper 
to have said at the meeting in the Collegiate Reformed Dutch 
Church, corner Fifth avenue and Twenty-Ninth street, in be- 
half of the “ Freedmen,” last Sunday evening week, that 

“ He thought God had got in advance of the idea of sending 
the Freedmen back to Africa long ago. They are to be in the 
South, and must remain with us.” 


I cannot believe the doctor bases his opinion on the mer 
fact of their emancipation From elave ry ; for it was not God’s 


will that his ancient people should remain in Babylon or in 


Egypt, though freed from bondage. A better land had been 
promised and was in reserve for them, which they shall pos- 
sess and where they shall abide. “And I will plant them upon 
their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their 
land which I have given them, saith the Lord thy God.” 
(Amos 9: 15.) 

Neither can I believe the doctor will deny the right to the 
“ Freedmen” of emigrating to Africa or any other country if 
they desire to go; for their right to go, and their right to stay, 
and their right to decide which they will do, is too evident to 
be called in question. 

Neither can I believe the doctor will say that the Republic 
of Liberia presents no inducements to colored people of this 
country to emigrate thither ; for without nationality no people 
can ever become an influencing agency among the nations of 
the earth. Besides, the individual negro, so long as he remains 
here, must feel that he is under the shadow of a superior race. 
Professor Freeman, of the Liberia College, a purely black man, 
and a graduate of Middlebury College, Vt., gave as a reason 
for emigrating, “ Because I am fully persuaded that emigra- 
tion to Liberia is the quickest, the surest, the best, and I had 
almost said the only way by which the negro of the United 
States can arise to the fall status of manhood.” Moreover, 
there is a higher motive for him to go to the fatherland, viz: 
The Christian civilization of benighted Africa. 

That this desirable object is to be accomplished mainly by 
Christianized Africans, God has taught us by very impressive 
lessons ; and if I have any ability to interpret the voice of 
Providence, its language to the Freedmen now is: “Take 
down your harps from the willows and emigrate to a better 
land for you ;” and to all others: “ Let these people go.” 


z. @ 











AFRICA. 


AFRICA, 


M. Du Chaillu’s work has added another to the catalogue of 
books on African explorations. This catalogue com- 
prises a large number, published within a few years. The civil- 
ized world has seemed to turn its attention with special interest 
toward the darkness of Ethiopia since the year 1850, and 
expedition has followed expedition into the heart of the penin- 
sula. Burton pentrated from the Zanzibar coast westward. 
Livingstone and others went from the southern point north- 


ward, crossing and recrossing from sea to sea. sarth went 





down from the north into the centre of Sahara. opeke and 
Grant and Baker unveiled the mysteries which shrouded the 
birth of the Nile. Reade and Du Chaillu and others have 
gone along the west coast and made eastward progress toward 
the interior. We have a very respectable library of books on 
Africa as the result of all these adventurous journeys. If we 
had but one or but two or three books of this sort, although 
they might agree on any point, we should perhaps wait for 
further information before accepting the point as finally decided. 
But we may well conclude that the agreeing voice of such a 
body of able, impartial, and earnest men, seeking truth, is not 
to be without wi ight on any subject in which they express a 
common opinion as the result of their investigations; or if 
they are not to be depended upon in forming opinions, we are 
at least compelled to accept their united testimony to a state 
of facts, and to believe that there is some truth in such a 
weight of evidence. It is remarkable that all the African ex- 
plorers agree in this, that there is no evidence of present or 
past civilization among the negro race in Africa. The latest 
accounts are those of M. Du Chaillu. His journey from the 
coast into Ashango land has peculiar interest, because it gives 
us more direct intormation of the negro race in that part of 
Africa from which many of the negroes in this country were 
imported. His discoveries were not calculated to vary the 
evidence already given He found a total absence of civiliza- 
tion, and the evidence abundant that there had been no pro- 
gress in the race for thousands of years. Unlike any other 





race of men, they have lived in the same barbarism from the 
remotest times of which we have any record, and the land 
they inhabit is the only land occupied thus long by mankind 
which has no relics of a state of superior civilization at one or 


another period It is not necessary to say what these facts in- 
dicate. Th ype that some explorer might yet strike the 


evidence of negro civilization, might yet in the deep forests of 
Africa find the remains of a temple or the foundation of a 


house, or the broken fragments of a plow, or the rudest out- 
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lines of a forgotten alphabet—anything to indicate that this 
miserable degradation and debasement had not been the 
that it might 
abandoned. 


characteristic of the black man in all times, an 
yet be different in the future—this hope must 

From the days of Rameses, when the negro was pictured on 
the Egyptian monuments, to the present day, the same charac- 
i ristics mark | im W herever found in his native state. These 
various books of travel in Africa are worthy the study of all 
who are interested in the negro and his devs lopment It ap- 
pears to be the opinion of travelers that the race is decreasing 
in Africa. It is also decreasing among us with fearful rapidity. 
By the time that philanthropists have established the doctrine 
of the equality of the races, it will not be strange if there are 
no negroes left to enjoy the new status.—Journal of Commerce. 


From the Ontario Messenger 
LETTER FROM LIBERIA. 

[We are authorized to publish the following extracts from a 
recent letter from Monrovia to Richard T. Haines, Esq., Presi- 
dent of the New Jersey Colonization Society. They give an 
interesting account of the present condition and future pros- 
pects of the American colony of Liberia, on the west coast of 
Africa. ] 

Monrovia, February 9, 1867. 

Having an opportunity of writing a few lines by the Society’s 
vessel, (the Golconda,) I avail myself of the opportunity, and 
send you a few items of news in regard to the progress of 
Liberia during my residence here. 

I am pleased to say that I have positive proof, being an eye- 
witness of the fact, that agriculture is on the increase in Li- 
beria. The citizens, old and young, are turning their atten- 
tion to farming as a sure means of making a good living for 
the present and securing a competency for the future In the 
first place, they are raising all the necessary articles for home 
consumption, and such as will sell most readily abroad—for 
example, sugar, syrup, molasses, coffee, ginger, arrowroot, 
pepper, &c. Besides, they gather from the surface of the earth 
palm oil, palm nuts, camwood, and many other valuable pro- 
ducts too numerous to mention. Some are turning their atten- 
tion to cotton, but, so far, with only little suecéss. Yet cotton 
is indigenous to the soil, and the cotton-tree may be seen grow- 
ing almost everywhere. 

Since my last report, I have been up the St. Paul’s river, 
where everything shows thrift and progress. There is nothing 
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that looks like a retrograde movement. Not only neat and 
comfortable, but very fine, large, brick houses line the banks of 
that beautiful river. A principal hindrance to the rapid im- 
provement which we witness in the northern agricultural dis- 
tricts of Africa is, the absence of the horse and the plough. 
With these aids, the farmer could effect more in one year than 
now in three. 

Among the most enterprising farmers on the banks of the 
St. Paul, is the Hon. Augustus Washington, the present Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. He has over 1,000 acres ot 
land ; raises a large amount of sugar and other products ; gives 
employment to a large number of poor men, emigrants and 
natives; has a fine sugar mill on his own premises, which he 


has lately fixed after the most approved style of the British 


West Indies, but which is too small for the immense amount of 


cane now ready for grinding on his farm. He has, therefore, 
recently leased, for a time, the large steam-mill formerly owned 
by L. L. Lloyd, and has expended some $1,800 in repairs and 
fixing it like the mills in the West Indies. Even with his 
limited facilities for grinding, this season he will send to Europe 
or America over one hundred thousand pounds of sugar, and a 
proportionate share of syrup and molasses. 

Mr. Washington has six yokes of very fine oxen, and uses 
the plough. How much labor and valuable time would be 
saved if all would use ox-teams, instead of adhering to the old 
native custom of digging with the hoe! When he moved upon 
his farm it was a wilderness, and he was penniless. This was 
about fourteen years ago. See what industry, perseverance, 
and economy can do in Liberia! What a glorious chance for 
the persecuted black men of America to find free and comfort- 
able homes in the Republic of Liberia. 

Messrs. Sharpe, Anderson, Howland, the Coopers, and scores 
of others who were poor when‘they came here a few years 
ago, are now able farmers on the banks of the St. Paul’s. A 
large amount of sugar and of the finest coffee in the world 
will be sent to market this year from Liberia. 

From these facts, witnessed with my own eyes, you can see 
that the march of our Republic is onward and upward to a 
high destiny. The rapid increase of our commerce is evidenced 
by the number of foreign vessels trading along our coast, and 
also by the fact that a large number of prominent citizens 
have purchased vessels for coastwise trade and to carry com- 
modities to Europe and America. 

Sir, [ am now more fully satisfied than ever that under the 
blessing of God Liberia has a bright and glorious destiny 
before her. The great mass of sober-minded and reflecting 
colored men in America will soon come to the rational conclu- 
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sion that, like the Israelites of old, they must come out from 
the land of Egyptian bondage and seek a home in the promised 
land that God has pointed out as their future home. The tide 
of emigration has recommenced to flow; and if means are 
provided, thousands of emigrants will be landed on our soil, 
who will improve their own condition and be a blessing to 
Liberia. 

Two courts being in session this week, I have little time to 
write. I have the honor to subscribe myself 

Yours, truly, 


H. W. Jounson, Jr. 


From the South Carolina Leader, April 27, 1867 
THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 


The large ship Goleonda is expected to sail from Charleston, 
S.C., for Liberia, on Thursday, the 16th of May, with emigrants 
from Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Georgia. Those intending to embark at this 
port should reach the city two or three days before the day 
set for her to leave, and report at once to Mr. William Cop- 
pinger, at Marshall’s wharf, foot of Calhoun street. Letters 
tor Liberia will be forwarded, if left or sent to the same place 
in season. 

We are informed that many of the six hundred emigrants 
who took passage last fall on the Golconda have written to 
their friends to come and join them in sharing the freedom and 
prosperity of that Republic. 

One of these letters has been handed to us for publication. 
It is from Mr. Wyatt Moore, the intelligent leader of the large 
company from Macon, Georgia. Mr. Sherman, to whom it is 
addressed, is preparing to go at this time, though he had not 
intended until fall. The following is the letter referred to: 


GREENVILLE, Liperta, January 17, 1867. 

Mr. Lovurs Soerman—Dear Sir: I suppose you would like 
to hear from us. I therefore take my seat to-day to write you 
a few lines to inform you of the facts. You are apprized that 
we left Macon on the 3lst October last, and remained in 
Charleston until the 21st November, when our flag was hoisted 
for the Republic of Liberia. About sunset we crossed the bar 
and entered the broad waters of the Atlantic. You may 
imagine the scene was grand to those who never had seen the 
ocean. The Psalmist says: “ They that go down to the sea in 
ships behold the wonderful wor:.: of God.” 

God’s infinite goodness has brought us safe to the land of 
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RIVERS BETWEEN SIERRA LEONE AND THE GAMBIA, 


The trade in the Nunez River is brisk. The \ ous factors 


are now engaged in getting in all the prod ice y can before 
the expe ted ships arrive. Since the Frene tablished a 
little colony on the bank of this river, the sta if things is 
more tranquil. One great good has been accom ed by the 
occupation of the French ; that Government dé allow their 
subjects to purchase slaves; indeed I have heart trom good 
authority that the Commandant of Goree has pressly told 
the natives that his Government do not tolerat wery In any 
shape amongst the traders. I am sorry to say the slave- 
trade is still dragging on its slow pace. It is ied, I trust, 
to die a natur: aeath ; but there is now a d ) siaves kept 
at Cassini, a little north of the Nunez, dy a 8 Leone man, 
for the King of the Nunez. Many of these si: s came from 
the Rio Pongas, sent by French traders v they heard 
of their Government’s intended occupati hi ‘ Pongas 
River. There are three large rivers south oi Nunez, and 
each of these leads to large extent of countries, \ re the com- 
mercial enterpriser may carry on a thriving b s. Among 
these is the Pongas River, having two entranc » it, called 
the Mud and Sand Bars This river is. pow o ipied by the 
French for commercial purposes. The French 1 chants for 
many years, it seems, were continually writi ie Senegal 
Government asking for protection, and represent themselves 
hostili iy treated. lo these demands the (rovernment replied 
by sending a man-of-war at sundry times to demand satisfac- 
tion. I need hardly state that these expeditions were merely 
expenses incurred to little purpose. It then occurred to the 
Senegal Government to enter into a commercial treaty with 
the chiefs in this river, and the merchants are to pay four per 
cent. on every kind of produce exported. T (jovernment 


pay for the use of the river for the purpose o five hun- 
dred dollars perannum. All ships entering the river are to 
pay. The chiefs disputed the right of the French to receive 
pay from English ships, since it was plainly stipulated that as 
the English treaty was im existence long before, and the treaty 


money is annually paid, therefore English ships were exempted. 
This subject was discussed in January last, when His Excel- 
lency the Governor of Senegal replied: “ We shall not quarrel 


about this. The Emperor’s Government and the (Jueen’s can 
very easily settle the matter.” Traders, however, would like 
to know whether the Sierra Leone Government intend to as- 
sert the rights of British subjects on this point Che native 
chiefs have done their part; they have acted nobly. How 
will the Government act? There is a steam cutter in the 






































From the African Times. 
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} ] } .) —— ‘ 
readers who may not have seen the book the follow ing pas- 
sages in relation to the Gorilla: 


HUNT FOR THE GORILLA, 


I had not been at the village long before news came that 


° , : . . . 
Cy,oriilas had been recéntly seen in the nei bborhood ot a pilan- 
A I 


tation only half a mile distant Karly in the morning of the 





ay thither, ace mpanied bv one of 


i 
he plantation was a | 


5th of J ALit I wend i my W 
my boys, named Odanga. I arge one, and 


situated on very broken ground, surrounded by the virgin 





forest | Was a lovely mor! ing: Line sky was almost cloud- 
less. and all around was atill a death, « xcept the slight rust- 
ling of the tree-tops moved by the gentle land breeze. When 
{ reached the place, I had first to pick my way through the 
maze ol tre stumps and half-burn | logs by the side of a 
tield of « I was going quietly along the borders of this, 
vh ‘I | h i the grove ot peantain trees toward whit h l 
was walki fr agreat crash ng noise, like the break ng ot trees. 


: 
| immediately hid myself behind a bush, and was soon grati- 


fied by the s rht if a female Gorilla; but before I had time to 
\otice its movements, a second and third emerged from the 
masses of colossal foliage; at length no less than four came into 
icw., 


They were all busily engaged in tearing down the larger 
rees. One of the females had a young one following her. | 
iad an excellent opportunity ort W atching the movements ol 
the impish-looking band. The shaggy hides, the protuberant 
abdomens, the hideous features of these strange creatures, 
whose forms so nearly resemble man, made up a picture like a 
vision in some morbid dream. In destroying a tree, they first 
heir feet and then with 





erasp the base of the stem w ith one of th 
their powert il arms pull it down, a matter of not much diffi- 
culty with so loosely-formed a stem as that of the plantain. 


he leaves, and devoured it With great vorat ity. While é ating 


they made a kind of:clucking noise « xpressive of contentment. 


They then set upon the juicy heart of the tree at the basis ot 


Many trees t 
Now and then they stood still and looked around. Once or 
twice they seemed on the point of starting off in alarm, but 


iey destroved appar ntiy out of pure mischief. 


recove red themselves and continued their work Gradually 
1 he y got nearer to the edge of the dark forest. and finally disap- 
peared I was so intent on watching them that I let go the 
last chance of shooting one almost before 1 became aware of it. 

The next day I went ugain with Odanga to the same spot. 
I had no expectation of seeing Gorillas in the same plantation, 
and was carrying alight shot gun, having given my heavy 
double-barreled rifle to the boy to carry. The plantation ex- 


























The nat ves of all the neighborin rcountry W I now so we 


aware ha | inted live Gorillas, and was will ng to give a 
high price for them, that many wer stimulated to search witl 
great perseveranc The good effects of this were soon mad 
eviden 


and foot; then } female child, screaming terribly ; and lastly 
a vigorous ¥ male, also tightly bound The female had 
been ingeniously secured by the negroes to a strong stick, tl 


wrists bound to the upper part an i the ankles to the lower, s« 
that she could not reach to tear the cords with her teeth. It 
was lark and the scene was One 80 wild and atral e that 

shall never forget it The fiendish countenances ol the Cs 
lanish trio, one of them distorted by pain, for the mother Go 


rilla was severely wounded, were lit up by the ruddy glaré 
native torches! The thought struck me, what would I not 
give to have the group in London for a few days. 


The voung male I secured by a chain which I had in re: 














seen two squads of female Gorillas, some 
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ness, and Cave him thenceforth the name of om. We untied 
his hands and feet To show his gratitud for this act of kind- 


ness, he immediately made a rush at me, screaming with all his 
might ; happi ly the chain was made a and | took care after- 
ward to keep out of his way. The old mother Gorilla was in 
in unfortunate plight. She had an arm broken and a wound 
in the chest, besides being dreadfully beaten on the head. She 
groaned and roared many times during the pecvly probably 
from pain 

I noticed next day, and on many Océ asions, that the vigor 
us young male, whenever he made a rush at any one and missed 
his aim imme liat ly ran back. This corres onds w nb woa i 


known of the habits of the large males in their native woods; 
when attacked they make a furious rush at their enemy, break 
an arm or tear his bowels open, and then beat a retreat, leav- 
ing their victim to shift for himself. 

The wounded female died in the course of the next day. Her 
moanings were more frequent in the morning, and they grad- 
ually became weaker as her life ebbed out Her death was 
like that of a human being, and afflicted me more than | could 
have thought posssible. Her child clung to her to the last, and 
tried to obtain mil 
tographed th m both when the young one was resting in its 
dead mother’s lap. I kept the young one alive for three days 
ufter its mother’s death. It moaned at night most piteously. 
I fed it on goat’s milk, for it was too young to eat berries. It 
died the fourth day, having taken an unconquerable dislike to 
the milk. It had, I think, began to know me a little. As 1 


k from her breast after she was dead. I pho- 


the male, l made at least a doze n atte mpt $s lo phot graph the 
rascible little demon, but all in vain. The » inting of th 
camera toward him threw him into a perfect r und | was 


I * a 
almost provoked to give him a sound pet nay The day 
after, however, | succeeded with him, taking two views, not 
very perfect, but sufficient for my object. 

I must now relate how these three animals were caught, pre- 
ising that the capture of the female was the first instance 
had come to my knowledge of an adult Gorilla being taken 
alive. The place where they were found was on the west bank 
of the Fernand Vaz, about thirty miles above my villas At 
this part a narrow promontory projects into the river. It was 
the pli ice where I had intended to take the dist nguishe 1 tray 
ler, C apt ain Burton, to show him a live Gorilla, if he had paid 
me a visit, as I had expected, for I had written to invite him 
while he was on a tour from his consulate at Fernando Po to 
several points on the West African Coast. \ woman, belong- 
ing to a mn ehboring Viliage, had told her 7 -Ople that sh had 
‘them accompanit d 
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use of their liberty. It seems cruel to keep them here just be- 
cause white men want them for laborers, the very reason for 


ragged hei from Africa. 


Every r ent-min led man will feel that th« V have a claim on us 


which their ancestors were first dr 


irning to the land of t) r ancestors. 


ai ASSIST } ‘ n 


How many have this desire it is impossible for us to esti 
mate. All present appearances indicate that more will want 


to go than our one ship can carry. Many of these people are 


moved by a Mis nary spirit, and have th: good ol heathen 
Africa distinctly in view. 

But can they not go without the aid of our Society? Some 
anand w Others would encounter difficu 3 and disad- 


" tak ; ‘ ’ ] ‘ 
vantages 1 1 attempt, which most of them y fail to 


ita 
overcome. W eed not go into details. Men at all acquainted 


with business will see at once, that ifthe work is to go*on, the 
knowledge, thi pra tical skill, the facilities of various kinds, 
which have cost us half a century of hard work, and sometimes 
costly experience, to acquire, ought not to be thrown away. 
The work of preparing the emigrants for their voyage, collect- 

¢ them att port of embarkation, providing for their suste- 


nance healt an comfort on the voyage, al d during their 
acclimation, and placing them in their own residences in Africa, 
ought t » | { inds of those who understand it, who have 
the means of performing it, and who are under public responsi- 


bility for its faithful performance. Left to the private enter- 





, ‘ - ae 

prise of the emigrants themselves, or of irresponsible specula- 

tors, white or black, the work of emigration would still go on 
: — : . : 

to some ext itu iarge enough to be of any public im- 


portance to black or white, here or in Liberia, a most dis- 
astrous waste of money, of health, and of life would be its 
inevitable attendant. 

In view of such considerations, we dare not retire from our 
labors without clear evidence of the necess ty ol doing it, aris- 
ing from the impossil ility of getting money enough to carry 
it on. 

We lay th qu ‘stion, therefore, before those on whom the 
responsibility of its decision rests. If those who are able will 


furnish the pecuniary means, we shall vo on [If not, we shall 


stop, because it will be impossible to do otherwise. By selling 
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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE CITIZENS OF MARYLAND 
COUNTY, LIBERIA. 
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discharged 


ies so faithfully and so satisfactori 


Superintendent of the county, from the 13th of 


to the 25th of January, 1867 
That we regret his resigning the offic » which he 


} 


» much credit to himself and benefit to the com 


‘or we are happy to bear testimony to the fact that 


office with that Christian zeal and fortitude which 
the lives of all rulers. And through his 


_ his administration has been a blessing 


y; for peace and prosperity have prevailed, not 
the many difficulties which have from time to 
n us and the aborigines of the county, 
! truction. , 
Phat we feel grateful to his Ilonor, and tender him 


thanks for the services rendered us, an | hope his 


prolonged among us, that we may still have his 
l ae | counsel. 
That a copy of these resolutions be sent to his 
also the “ Cavalla Messenger,” and the “ African 
for publication. 

C. H. Harmon, 

J. E. Mouton, 

S. D. FrErauson, 


Committee 


OUR SPRING EXPEDITION, 
Golconda” was to have sailed from Charleston, 
th ult. But adverse winds and tides kept her out- 
bar till the 19th. The emigrants were all in 
ready and waiting. They were put immediately 


she cleared the 20th, expecting to leave early th 


during the night the wind began to blow, and so 


harbor and the bar that she was unable to get out. 


me she has been lying at anchor off Charleston, 


‘the tide to rise high enough for her to go over. 


t 

hundred and twenty emigrants on board at our 
all anxious and uneasy enough ! The next spring 
here the 2d June inst., when she can certainly get 
still waiting. 


unfortunate that there is so littla water on the 


It will probably be necessary hereafter for 


us to embark the emigrants from some other port 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


Receipts of the American Colonization Society. 
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FORM OF BEQUEST 


Those who wish to make bequests to the American Colonization Society 
e following form, viz 


lollars to A. B., in trust for the 
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